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2. COURSE OBJECTIVES
The objectives of the course are as follows:

e To trace the historical evolution, development and philosophical foundations of
human rights law in international and regional perspectives

e To familiarize students with the international legal framework and regional
mechanisms for promotion and protection of human rights

e To develop comprehensive understanding about the internationally recognized human
rights instruments and standards

e To explain elaborately the human rights treaty bodies system at the international level
and their relevance in the implementation and enforcement of human rights standards

e To aid students in identifying the relevance of human rights standards in influencing
the development of law and policy in both international and regional level

3. COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES
At the completion of the course, it is humbly expected that the students shall:

e Comprehend the subject matter of the course

e Be able to analyze contemporary international and regional human rights law
problems in the light of the concepts learnt

e Be able to articulate their ideas on the subject matter of the course

e Produce at least one research paper of publishable quality

e Desire to take up human rights law for further studies

4. DETAILED STRUCTURE OF THE COURSE

MODULE 1
Introduction

e Concept of Human Rights

e Classification of Human Rights

e Sources of Human Rights Law

e Evolution of the concept of Human Rights

e Historical development of International Human rights standards



International Human Rights Instruments

United Nations Charter 1945

Universal Declaration of Human Rights 1948

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 1966 and Protocols

International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 1966 and Protocol

MODULE 2
Charter based bodies and procedures for the promotion and protection of human rights

e UN General Assembly
e UN Security Council
e UN Economic and Social Council

- Commission on the Status of Women

- Commission on Human Rights

- Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities, later
renamed as Sub-Commission on the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights

- Procedures for dealing with Gross Violations of Human Rights
= 1235 Procedure
= 1503 Procedure

¢ Human Rights Council

Institution-building of the United Nations Human Rights Council
= Universal Periodic Review
= Special Procedures
= Advisory Committee
= Complaint Procedure

e Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR)

MODULE 3
International Conventions for protection of Human Rights

e Protection against Inhuman Acts
Genocide
Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman or degrading Treatment
Racial Discrimination

Enforced Disappearance



¢ Human Rights and Vulnerable groups
Child
Women
Migrant Workers
Persons with disabilities

e United Nations Human Rights Treaty System

MODULE 4

Regional Perspective on Human Rights Law

e Regional Human Rights and its relevance

e Factors contributing to Regionalism for regional instruments on Human Rights
e Regional Arrangements and United Nations Charter

e European Human Rights System

e American Human Rights System

e African Human Rights System

e Arab Human Rights System

e Asian Human Rights System
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